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Texas City Atternevs Foundation, which
have filed pleadings aligned with oppo-
site sides.

“To allow a quorum of a governmen-
tai body to deliberate public policy is-
sties outside the view of the public is an
invitation to closed povernment,” wrote

Joe Larsen, a lawyer for the Freedom of

Information Foundation.

The result, he wrote, woudd “fturn
open meetings into abbreviated sessions
where public officids simply approved
matters they had previously deliberated
by e-mail, by telephone or in closed ses-
sitms to which no public access was per
mifted.”

The city attorneys groun, howevern
said the law is g0 unclear that they can-
not give reasonable advice to their cli-
ents.

I prosecutors cannot agree on how
0 enforce a oriminal provision, how isa
city attorney supposed to advise city of
ficials as to how to stay out of jail?”

Sectt Houston, the general eoune

But Hrown, the prosecutor who set
things in motion a vear ago with the
criminal case, ssld there is nothing
wrong with the Texas Open Meetings
Act and that he has no regrets about
charging Rangra and FBims.

He predicted their civil suit
fail

1 think that the wsuit Is absolutely

wiled

-baseless. The act as written is appropri-

ate and  enforcegbie,” sald Brown.
“These statutes have been on the books
for vears, and to my knoWledge, there
has never been one thalt has been de
clared unconstitutional”

Given the same set of facts and the
same aw Brown said he would do it all
Gver again

“Given another ewmall case, T'd pre-
sent it to a grand jury | wouddn't do any-
thing different. and [ sleep well at
wight”
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Science goes underground
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Luna said.
Most texthooks cover only the science
01 tﬁe more typical sand dﬁd mw!
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Peace, who focused on effects hir
mans have on the aquifer, hopes o offer
the workshop o teachers citywide next
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ng food coloving to tind the water
D Luna graphically ustrated the tir
amount of the world’s water that is
fresh, compared with salt wafer

She dripped hydrochioric acid on the
limestone for ancther “good visaal” of
how water forms sinkholes, part of a
sumimary of the creation of the inter-
locking underground rivers that form
San Antonie's primary source of water

As she spoke, she touched on con-
cepts such as porosity sobubility and
rermeability that Texas teachers are re-
quired to cover She wrapped up by
pouring colored water through a model
showing the two tvpes of aquiters side
by side.

The green walsr remained artificial
and bright in both, eliminating any ne-
tion that an asguifer fﬂms ar cleans,
the water;
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“One of the things we need is fess
book learming and more field mips”
work.
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Such trips are hard-won, the teachers
suid, Benavidez vowed to find grand
money to visit the cave because, she
said, “exposure is so necessary Without
it they cant even fathom what's out
there.”

The teachers visited the cave first,
aud as & result, the workshop ran late.
Perhaps learning moch as their sty
dents do, they resisted leaving the sia-
lactites and stalagmites fo go sit at -
bles and chairs.
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