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The 3-Year Waiter Plan
With the m*vwagz%m j x;twmz to double by 2050, the San Antenlo Warer System
{SANS) hos been vely mmwimdwardg ﬁqﬁé%@f WHTEE SOLUICEE TG Meet i3S
furure neegds,

“Welve had ro move into this warer scquisition earlier than a lot of civies because of
G de ;}QE’YUX@{“L&‘ o the aquifer,” says Calvin Finch, warter resources direcror for SAWS.
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Under the mast recent Sl-voar water plan, ‘zp?mwd int December, abour §2 billion
worth of pew water projects are in the ;}ig eline, By 2620, the ciy piaf}s wget 55 percent
of tts warer froms the BEdwards-—down from 90 percent today:
™ rees in the 50
* Edwards Aquifer righes. The chty currendy leases 25,000 acre-feer of water tights,
bt wants to buy another 35,000 scre-feer of righes, mostly from ng}LLﬁEr&; RN

¢ Colorado River, A 81 Gitlion deal we pipe 150000 acre-foer of warer from die
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Colorado Riverto users in San Antonio was sﬁgzm% in 2002, This huge and controversial
project, curtently under srady, would eransfer vascamounts of waser to the city—almost
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# Recycled warer, The San Antonio Water §

rently pf&ma siilions of aaﬁcﬁzx of i"m:vdmi warer daily. The agency is dmﬁiopmg 2
}:ﬂzw o incrense S use o% recycled warter, posst ibly by the use of incentives,

e i‘uimf@ storage ond recovery, Warer will be pumped from dhe Edwards Aguiferin
winter and infecie & into the Carrizo Aguiifer, 2 iess permeable sand aquifer. The stored
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e Diesalintzarion. The water system has

salinization facility, which mm;d generate a moderate amount of water (up o 10,000

tF

acre-feet o1 possibly more) o offser summer usage peales, Brackish groundwater is less
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In 2005, water system president David Chardavoyne appoinmed a rask force to conduct

a comprehensive review of the cioy’s existing water sapply agreements. Each project

was assesserd to decermine wherher &t prm adequate water mf,p;ics year-rousnd,
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Aguifer warter, and recognizes chat %Lxmft mrp% ies moust be affordable.

Following the recommendanions of the task foree, the water department withdrew

fromirtwo projects, One, a ;}r& 1o divert 94,504 acre-feer of water from the Lower
{Af‘{ikm}diil?{f E\i‘f’ﬂi} %SL:‘JG t}i‘y‘!?ﬁﬂfﬂ‘ EZ%; (}??GS}HQH ;H}(i Pi’}SS} E)EC Fﬁgﬁgﬁiﬁf}’ GE‘?S‘{&C;(‘:S.
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opportunities and supports the endangered

o by o How of freshwarer inmo Mamoarda Bav, The hav is the
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habitat of the biue crab, the crane’s major food source. In addition, a provision in Texas
Senare Bifl 1, the omnibus water bill pussed during the 1997 legislative session, makes
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also withdrew from iy deal with Alcoa, the huge dluminum produces, to buy water
from the Simsboro Aquifer east of Austin.

Conservation groups are still concerned abour the eavironmental mpacy of the
Colorado River profect. The diversion could have an impact on Marngorda 33};} wi‘iich

depends on freshwater How from the river i s;mgw;{ akey nursery and a $17
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Bshing indusiry. Studies are under way that will determine the levels of How nee cim o
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support wildhfe and k cep the river and i}; heafthy.
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rver projuct unnecessary, The report proposes

rigation usmg% use ob miore cthodent conter-pivor sprinkers, drought
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Nevertheless, conservarioniers praise San Antonios CoNservanion Program. %z’zu: 984
the city has reduced its per capita water vsage from 225 gallons a day wo

making ir one of h“zzf Tvwarer users in the West,
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when our population s exporred o double, we can ere Ufi GO0 acre-foe
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complex, which will inchude two golf courses,
houses, and a 1,000-ro0m W Marriott Resort,
will bolster the city's repuration as a premier
golf atrraction,

Asisusual in San Antonie, however, the real
battle Is not over tees and trees, but whar les
below: warer, This 2,85%-acre tact north of
downtown is part of the 800,000-acre aquifer
recharge zone.

San Antonio’s metro-area population of 1.7
million depends on the Edwards Aguifer for 90
percent of its drinking water, so protecting the
water source 1s a top priority. “For the lasc 30
vears, the city hasbeen polarized politically over
that issue,” says planning consultant Thomas
Brereton, aicr, whe has been involved with
water isstes since the 1980s.

“l think it’s clear thar the majority of citizens
want to protect the aquifer,” he says, noting that
they have made their positions clear in every
referendum on development over the aquifer.

This time, the aquifer advocates weren’t
so lucky In 2002; the city council sigred an
agreement with the Texas-based Lumbermen’s

Investment Corporation to build a golf resort
on the same site for the Professional Golfers
Associarion, the PGA. Cldzens groups collected
77,000 signarures for a referendum 1o halt the
project. Faced with a vote, project supperters
changed the agreement, claiming that it was dif-
ferent from the one subject (o a referendum.

In May 2004, the PGA decided to pull our
of the agreement. Two months later, a differ-
ent group, PGA Tour, announced thar it was
considering the site for its own goff resort. The
city council approved the néw plan by a vote of
10 to one in 2005 and, in a furcher concession
to the developers, the city agreed not to annex
the property for 29 veass, an arrangement thar
allows the developers o aveid city raxes for
decades.

PGA Tour wanted more. Early last year, the
developer asked the state legislature fora special
taxing district so that it could collect alf of the
project’s sales and property tases to finance in-
frastruceure developmene. In the final hours of
the 2005 legislative session, despite efforts by
state representative Lon Burnham of Fr. Worth
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to block the measure, the developers got what
they came for.

Now Peace warches as housing develop-
ments rise in the area in anticipation of the
coming resort. “We have been opposing tax
breaks over the recharge zone for ages because
ic’s poor public policy,” she says. “You use tax
incentives 1o develop in areas where vou want
development. And we do not want develop-
ment in that area.”
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While water planners in other cides struggle
o protect their water sources in the face of
development pressures, San Ansonio’s struggle
is unique. This fast-growing city sits arop a vast
underground reservoir of cood, pure water. The
Edwards Aquifer and its catchment area measure
some 8,000 square miles and include all or part
of 13 counties in south central Texas.

The groundwater is of such extraordinary
quality that it requices licde or no trearment
before drinking. In 1975, the Edwards Aquifer
became the first aquifer in the nation o be
designated a “sole source aquifer” by the U.S.
Environmentai Protection Agency. Unil re-
cently, when San Aneonio started getting small
quantities of water from other sources, it was
the largest city in the world dependent solely
on an aquifer for it drinking warter.

One of the most productive aquifers in the
world, the Edwards is quickly replenished by
rainfall, which percolates through the karst
limestone in the recharge zone, But the highly
porous reck also makes the Edwards particu-
larly vuinerable to contamination from urban
runoff and spills.

“For the most part, the quality of the water in
the Edwards in excellent,” says George Rice, a
hydrologist and board member of the Edwards
Aquifer Authority, which manages and issues
permits for aquifer water rights. “However,
manmade contaminants such as pesticides
and chlorinated solvents are beginning w be
detected. In most cases, their concentrations
are quite low, but their presence tells us tharwe
need to be careful.”

Protection of the water qualizy is important
ROT just to city residents but to the many other
users in the reglon who are dependent on water
from the aguifer. Farmers rely on the groundwa-
ter to irrigate their belds. Communities like San
Marcos and New Braunfels depend on aquifer
flow into their rivers and springs, which have
created a $200 million water-recrearion-based
economy. The aquifer’s abundant Hows into
the Guadalupe River provide water to the city
of Victoria and to industries all the way o the
Gulf of Mexico,




