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October 28, 2000

The Honorable Mayor Castro and Members of City Council
Office of the City Clerk

2nd Floor, City Hall

City of San Antonio

P.O. Box 839966

San Antonio TX 78283-3966

Re: Agenda ltem #21
UDC Amendment - Tree Preservation in Environmentally Sensitive Areas

Dear Mayor Castro and City Council Representatives,

| am writing on behalf of the 46 member organizations of the Greater Edwards
Aquifer Alliance in support of amendments to the Unified Development Code to
promote Tree Preservation in Environmentally Sensitive Areas. We realize that
these amendments are based upon a report from a stakeholders committee, and
therefore do not recommend certain measures that we feel would more adequately
protect our environmental resources.

Specifically, we recommend that the ordinance be changed to increase tree
preservation requirements on slopes greater than 15% grade as in Austin’s Hill
Country Roadways ordinance.

We would also feel more comfortable with a variance procedure that requires
approval of City Council, rather than approval contingent upon decision of the
Planning Commission.

Otherwise, we feel that these amendments are worthy of passage, and urge you to
accord them your support. We applaud the fact that these amendments are being
considered before you today, and regret only that the rezoning request for the
Steubing Ranch property could not have been delayed until after these
amendments were passed so that they would also apply to that Environmentally
Sensitive Area.

These amendments, as applied in the future, will ensure that what remains of the
gateway to the Hill Country within our City Limits achieves development more
consistent with the aesthetic and environmental value that this landscape provides
our community.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.
Respectfully,

Annalisa Peace
Executive Director



