
Chattahoochee River Recreation 

Photograph 

 

USGS real-time Webcam 

http://ga.water.usgs.gov/rivercam/webcam-helen.html 



E.coli:  Watershed Protection Benchmarking 

Comal River and Dry 
Comal Creek 

• E.coli testing frequency 
 
 

• Raining during sampling 
posted?  
 
 

• Public E.coli postings   
 
 

 
 
 

 

Chattahoochee 

 - Atlanta 

• Once/week 
 
 

• Yes 
 
 
 

• Weekly  

• Once/month 
 
 

• No 
 
 
 

• Monthly with 3-5 
month delay in posting 
 



E.coli:  Watershed Protection Benchmarking 

Dry Comal Cr 

Comal River 

 

• Turbidity indicator for 
E.coli?  
 

• Number of river sampling 
locations 
 

• River Webcams for 
flow/turbidity 
 
 

 

Chattahoochee 

 - Atlanta 

• Yes 
 
 

• Two –  Medlock  
         -  Paces Ferry 
 

• Two –  14th Street 
         -   Helen 
 

 

• No 
 
 

• One – Hinman 
Island 
 

• No 

(Next page identifies websites) 



E.coli:  Watershed Protection Websites 

Dry Comal 

Comal River 

• E.coli education  (BacteriALERT 
Program in Atlanta)  
 
 

• Actual E.coli count  
 
 

• Real Time turbidity and est.  
   E.coli count 
 

• Turbidity data posted on USGS 
floe and gage height graphs 

Chattahoochee 

 - Atlanta 

• http://ga2.er.usgs.gov/bacteria
/default.cfm 

• http://ga.water.usgs.gov/projec
ts/bacteria/understanding-
data.html 
 

• http://ga2.er.usgs.gov/bacteria
/mainreport.cfm 
 

 

• http://ga.water.usgs.gov/projec
ts/bacteria/helpturbidity.html 
 

• http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ga/n
wis/uv?cb_00060=on&cb_0006
5=on&cb_63680=on&format=g
if_default&site_no=02335000&
period=3 

• None 

 

 
 
 

• http://www.gbra.org/d
ocuments/crp/data/9
wqitabl-hinman.pdf 
 

• None 
 
 

• None 

 

Note:  All E.coli information  for the Chattahoochee is gathered and reported by USGS 
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Chattahoochee BacteriALERT Program 



Chattahoochee BacteriALERT Program 



E.coli test results reported weekly 



Hinman Island Test Results on GBRA website 



E.coli Advisories on Texas Beaches 



Beach Advisory – Pt. Aransas, Texas 



Comal E.coli Watershed Protection Plan 

Summary:  USGS has E.coli educational, data gathering and   
                    reporting protocols that appear to be Best Practices 

Recommendations as part of Comal WPP: 
 

• Petition the USGS to develop the same testing and 
information system for Comal River as they have for the 
Chattahoochee River 

• Do the same for the equipment they are using - 
 examples: turbidity 

• Pursue immediately as it may take USGS 1-2 years to 
implement – Federal funds but need to be budgeted 

• Continue with on-going WPP work efforts 
 


