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April 19, 2017

House Natural Resources Committee

Chair: Rep. Lyle Larson

Vice Chair: Rep. Dade Phelan
Rep. Trent Ashby
Rep. DeWayne Burns
Rep. James Frank
Rep. Kyle J. Kacal
Rep. Tracy O. King
Rep. Eddie Lucio III
Rep. Poncho Nevarez
Rep. Four Price
Rep. Paul Workman

CC: Shannon Houston
Re: H.B. 4122 Sent via e-mail

Dear Chairman Larson and Members of the House Natural
Resources Committee,

Please accept this letter in opposition to H.B. 4122 on behalf of
the fifty-two member organizations of the Greater Edwards Aquifer
Alliance (GEAA). This bill, relating to the transference of certain
territory from one groundwater conservation district to another,
would undermine groundwater regulation and benefit one large
landowner who may be seeking to market a large volume of water
from the Trinity Aquifer in the Texas Hill Country.

This bill is bad public policy, allowing a landowner to choose what
groundwater district they want to be under and interfering with
the ability of groundwater districts with power to manage
groundwater to be able to have jurisdiction over potential large
water marketers. There are already provisions in state law to allow
property straddling district boundaries to come under just one
district's authority but those provisions allow districts to come to
agreement about that. This bill would give the landowner the right
to make that choice and then force the groundwater districts to
acquiesce.

GEAA opposes both the original HB 4122 and CSHB 4122.
Sincerely,

Annalisa Peace

Executive Director



