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May 2, 2017

House Appropriations Committee

Chair: Rep. John Zerwas

Vice Chair: Rep. Oscar Longoria

Rep. Trent Ashby, Rep. Greg Bonnen, Rep. Giovanni Capriglione
Rep. Scott Cosper, Rep. Sarah Davis, Rep. Jay Dean,

Rep. Dawnna Dukes, Rep. Helen Giddings, Rep. Larry Gonzales,
Rep. Mary E. Gonzalez, Rep. Donna Howard, Rep. Linda Koop,
Rep. Rick Miller, Rep. Sergio Munoz, Jr., Rep. Mary Ann Perez,
Rep. Dade Phelan, Rep. John Raney, Rep. Kevin Roberts,

Rep. Justin Rodriguez, Rep. Toni Rose, Rep. J. D. Sheffield,
Rep. Ron Simmons, Rep. Gary VanDeaver, Rep. Armando Walle,
Rep. Gene Wu

CC: Nelda Hunter

Dear Chairman Zerwas and Members of the House Appropriations
Committee,

I submit this letter in support of H.B. 78 on behalf of the fifty-two
member organizations of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance
(GEAA) and the 25,000 Texans represented by GEAA and our
member groups. We strongly supported passage of HB 158 in the
84th Legislature and are dismayed to find an error in the language
of SB 1366 undermined the permanence of the Sporting Goods
Sales Tax funding. You have the opportunity to pass H.B. 78 to
restore the funding for state parks that the Legislature intended
and the state applauded. A strong argument can be made that
the Legislature also has the obligation to pass HB 78, to honor its
promise to ensure that your constituents have safe, inviting parks
for their families.

As Texas adds hundreds of new citizens daily, our State Parks will
be more than ever in need of adequate funding to ensure that they
are welcoming to Texans new and old, and that they remain a
vibrant part of the Texas economy as tourist destinations.

The State of Texas should take every opportunity to effectively
manage and enhance our State Parks. We believe, and hope you
agree, that H.B. 78 is the right step in this direction and is worthy
of your approval.

Sincerely,
Aunnalisa Peace

Annalisa Peace
Executive Director



