
The Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance is a coalition 
of 50 member groups formed to protect 

the Edwards Aquifer 
and its contributing Hill Country watersheds.

For more information visit our website at 
www.AquiferAlliance.org



On March 11, 2013, the SAWS Board approved water and wastewater 
service to Crescent Hills, a development located entirely in Comal County on 
the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone.

No. Tract Name Developer Acreage Water

 

EDUs
WW

 

EDUs
Board

 

Reason
Water 
CCN WW CCN

1 Crescent Hills 3009 Land Ltd 1,545 3,800 3,500 AC/EARZ Inside Pending



San Antonio has three world class assets:

• The Alamo

• The Edwards Aquifer 

• Bracken Bat Preserve

The proposed Crescent Hills Development threatens to 
compromise two of these.  Crescent Hills is sited 
entirely on the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone and 
entirely in Comal County.



In the Edwards Aquifer Recharge and 
Contributing zones

• Increased Impervious Cover Leads to Downstream 
Flooding



In the Edwards Aquifer Recharge and 
Contributing zones Increased Urbanization is 

Impairing Water Quality

Results of EAA well tests (2011 – present*) detecting anthropogenic or “emerging” 
contaminants (pharmaceuticals and personal care products)
Analytic MethodChemical NameResultUnitAY-68-28-2118/22/11 10:50 AMWS-LC-002217a-Estradiol1.2ng/lAY-68-28- 
2118/22/11 10:50 AMWS-LC-0022Equilenin3.8ng/lAY-68-28-2118/22/11 10:50 AMWS-LC-0022Estrone6.9ng/lAY-68-28- 
2118/22/11 10:50 AME1694Triclocarban2.9ng/lAY-68-28-2118/22/11 10:50 AME1694Tylosin2.3ng/lAY-68-28-6088/18/11 10:30 
AME1694Cotinine1.7ng/lAY-68-28-6088/18/11 10:30 AME1694Cotinine1.7ng/lAY-68-28-6088/18/11 10:30 
AME1694Lincomycin0.51ng/lAY-68-28-6088/18/11 10:30 AME1694Lincomycin0.51ng/lAY-68-28-6089/19/12 12:40 
PME1694Diltiazem7.9ng/lAY-68-29-1128/18/11 1:35 PME1694Lincomycin0.42ng/lAY-68-29-1121/11/12 11:05 
AME1694Caffeine53ng/lAY-68-29-1121/11/12 11:05 AMWS-LC-0022Estrone1.6ng/lAY-68-29-1121/11/12 11:05 
AME1694Lincomycin0.27ng/lAY-68-29-1138/18/11 12:05 PME1694Lincomycin0.31ng/lAY-68-29-1138/18/11 12:05 
PME1694Lincomycin0.31ng/lAY-68-29-1131/10/12 11:25 AMWS-LC-002217a-Estradiol1.4ng/lAY-68-29-1131/10/12 11:25 
AMWS-LC-002217b-Estradiol1.5ng/lAY-68-29-1131/10/12 11:25 AME1694Caffeine320ng/lAY-68-29-1131/10/12 11:25 
AME1694Diltiazem0.48ng/lAY-68-29-1131/10/12 11:25 AMWS-LC-0022Estrone1.3ng/lAY-68-29-1131/10/12 11:25 
AME1694Lincomycin0.69ng/lAY-68-29-1131/10/12 11:25 AME1694Triclosan17ng/lAY-68-29-4181/17/12 9:45 8/16/12 9:50 
AME1694Thiabendazole24ng/lDX-68-15-901 Hueco Springs12/3/12 1:15 PME169817a-Estradiol1.60ng/lDX-68-15-901 Hueco 
Springs12/3/12 1:15 PME1694Cotinine4.85ng/lDX-68-15-901 Hueco Springs12/3/12 1:15 PME1694Diltiazem0.705ng/lDX-68-23- 
301 Comal Springs8/23/11 8:50 AMWS-LC-002217a-Estradiol4.3ng/lDX-68-23-301 Comal Springs8/23/11 8:50 AMWS-LC- 
002217b-Estradiol7.0ng/lDX-68-23-301 Comal Springs8/23/11 8:50 AMWS-LC-0022Equilenin0.72ng/lDX-68-23-301 Comal 
Springs8/23/11 8:50 AMWS-LC-0022Estrone5.8ng/lLR-67-01-801 Hotel Springs at San Marcos12/3/12 11:50 
AME1694Cotinine4.73ng/lLR-67-01-801 Hotel Springs at San Marcos12/3/12 11:50 AME1694Diltiazem0.451ng/lLR-67-09-101 
12/14/12 12:00 AME1694Caffeine250ng/lLR-67-09-101 12/14/12 12:00 AME1694Carbamazepine19ng/lLR-67-09-101 12/14/12 
12:00 AME1694Sulfamethoxazole12ng/l
*excludes results from test well near Cibolo Nature Center
Lincomyicin and sulfamethoxazole are antibiotics ·Diltiazem is a blood pressure medication  · Carbamazepine is an epilepsy 
medication . Cotinine is a nicotine metabolite



Between January 2008 and May 2012 eighty three spills 
totaling 809,000 gallons (2.5 acre/feet) of raw sewage 
occurred on Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone.



Not on Our Water!  Not with Our Money! 

To serve the Crescent Hills development, SAWS 
Rate payers will be called on to subsidize:

• Fifty percent of the cost of running an oversized sewer main to 
the development. SAWS has determined that the oversized 
main is needed to serve other developments anticipated to be 
built in this area. The sewage infrastructure will be installed in 
creeks that recharge the Edwards Aquifer.





Not on Our Water!  Not with Our Money! 

To serve the Crescent Hills development, SAWS 
Rate payers will be called on to subsidize:

•
 

the cost of inspections required by TCEQ for sewage 
infrastructure installed on the Edwards Aquifer 
Recharge Zone.

TCEQ requires camera testing every five years for sewer 
lines on the Recharge Zone, at an estimated cost to 
SAWS customers of $37,000/mile.

This cost does not apply to sewage infrastructure that is 
not on the Recharge Zone.



Not on Our Water!  Not with Our Money! 

To serve the Crescent Hills development, SAWS 
Rate payers will be called on to subsidize:

• the cost of providing water to 3,800 residential units.
SAWS will have to provide a total of 1,089 acre feet of water per year at 

a cost of $992,079.00 per year.

SAWS customers will face increased rates in the near future to cover 
the costs of securing additional water supplies.



The Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance Requests:

• That City Council rescind the service contracts 
approved by the SAWS Board for water and waste 
water service to Crescent Hills 

• That SAWS amend their CCN permit so that they are 
not the sole service provider for part of Comal County

• a large buffer zone to protect the Bracken Bat Cave, 
similar to the buffer zone that protects the Toyota 
Plant, and for enforcement of San Antonio’s 15% 
Impervious Cover Limit as required on this site.

• Or - that CoSA use Prop 1 Funds to Purchase the 
Property.



You can do this…

• On April 17, 2008 the City 
Council issued a resolution 
denying a petition from BP 
Limited to provide water 
service to the proposed Hills 
of Castle Rock subdivision 
after the SAWS Board voted 
to deny service.

• We ask that you issue a 
similar resolution to deny 
water and waste water service 
to Crescent Hills.



You can do this…

In September of 2007, SAWS proposed expanding their CCN
(Certificate of Convenience and Necessity) to include the entire ETJ
of the City of San Antonio.  GEAA opposed permit applications to
expand into the Edwards Aquifer Recharge and Contributing Zones
in Medina and Bandera Counties.  

SAWS subsequently withdrew CCN applications for water and 
waste water service in the contested areas.

Consequently, SAWS can deny service to inappropriate projects in 
the western segment of the ERZ.

The City of San Antonio can direct SAWS to amend the eastern 
CCN application to exclude Comal County and the ERZ.



You can do this…

Senate Bill 2008 (passed by the 80th Legislature) creating the 
Comal County Special Improvements District.  

This legislation provided:

• that a water and wastewater facility to be known as the Comal 
County Water Improvement District No. 1 be built.  Nature of 
District – the district is a water control improvement district 
created under Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution.   
Based on this disclosure, there is no need to provide SAWS 
water into Comal County for Crescent Hills.  

• a non-annexation agreement with the City of San Antonio.  
Neither San Antonio or Bexar County will collect ad valorem, 
sales, or any other taxes from the Crescent Hills Development.



• Thank you!

You may contact us at 210-320-6294
And visit our web site at 

www.AquiferAlliance.org
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