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Honorable Senator Nelson and Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

The fifty-two member groups of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance
(GEAA) oppose SB 1006, Relating to the eligibility of land used as an
ecological laboratory for appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes as qualified
open-space land.

The bill proposes substantial changes to the Ecolab program, a program that
has been very useful in allowing access to riparian lands in order to conduct
water research. We frequently work with colleges and universities in the
twenty-one county Edwards Aquifer region on research projects related to
water quality. These projects not only add to the body of knowledge
pertinent to crafting best practices for preserving our Hill Country
waterways; they serve as excellent opportunities for students to get hands-
on experience that well prepares them for future employment.

Ecolabs give universities crucial access to private land, which is important
since 97% of land in Texas in private. Most landowners also contribute to
funding the research. Public and private colleges and universities in Texas
have received over $1.5M in funding from this program in the past 11 years.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on SB 1006.
Sincerely,

Annalisa Peace

Executive Director



