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Dear GEAA members,

Did you know that you might be able to help support GEAA through a workplace giving
pledge through Earth Share of Texas? Earth Share represents us and several GEAA
member groups, as well as 69 other environmental non-profits across Texas. Many
employers offer the Earth Share of Texas workplace giving choice, including:

the Cities of San Antonio, Austin, San Marcos, Dallas, Houston, and El Paso;
San Antonio ISD, Austin ISD, Houston ISD, Cypress-Fairbanks ISD;

State or federal level employees; and

AT&T, REI, Dell Incorporated, Hewlett Packard, and many other private
corporations.

For a complete list of organizations that offer the Earth Share choice, click here.

Please use these codes to support GEAA in your workplace campaign!
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Code: 38728

Texas State Employees (SECC) Code: 035603

City of Austin Employees (COACCC) Code: 1821

City of San Antonio and Bexar County Code: 8422

If your employer doesn’t offer Earth Share of Texas as a workplace giving option,
please contact Elena — we’d love to help get a program started at your workplace!
(Elena@AaquiferAlliance.org / 210-320-1457)

We need your help in spreading the word about giving to GEAA through Earth
Share. Anything you can do will be greatly appreciated.

Thanks,
Annalisa Peace
Executive Director
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Make a Splash With The Texas Watershed Steward Program!

Did you know that you, and everyone around you, live in a watershed? A watershed is
an area of land that water flows across, through, or under as it drains into a stream,
river, lake, ocean, or other body of water. Because we all live in a watershed, things we
do at home and where we work and play can affect water quality and the health of our
watershed. In Texas alone, nearly 92 percent of the streams, rivers, and lakes are
impacted by some form of water pollution.

What can be done? Well, protecting water quality begins with you and those in your
community and there is help to get started. The Texas Watershed Steward program is a
one-day training event sponsored by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service (formerly
Texas Cooperative Extension) and the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board
in coordination with the River Systems Institute. It is designed to help watershed
residents improve and protect their water resources by getting involved in local
watershed protection and management activities.

Texas Watershed Stewards learn about watershed systems, water quality regulation
and monitoring, methods to improve water quality, and community-driven watershed
protection and management. The training also provides the basic knowledge and tools
needed to form a watershed action group, participate in and organize local watershed
activities, and become more involved in protecting and enhancing your community
water resources.

The next training event will take place in Hays County which is home to the Cypress
Creek Watershed. The watershed is located between the two major metropolitan areas
of Austin and San Antonio and is easily accessed by major roadways. This region is
undergoing rapid urbanization which has created water quality concerns for Cypress
Creek, the Hays-Trinity Aquifer, and its surrounding areas.

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the River Systems
Institute, along with other stakeholders, have been working on a plan to improve the
water quality in the Cypress Creek Watershed. You can be a part of the solution by
attending this event.

All program participants will receive a free day of education and training, a free copy of
the Texas Watershed Steward Curriculum Handbook, free prizes and gifts, and a
certificate of completion. In addition, the program will provide a total of 7 Continuing



Education Units (Soil and Water Management) for Certified Crop Advisors, 7 SBEC
Continuing Professional Education credits for certified teachers, and 3 Continuing
Education Units (General) for TDA Pesticide License holders.

The training program will be held in Wimberley on Thursday, October 22" from
8am-4pm at the Wimberley Community Center on 14068 Ranch Road 12. Pre-
registration is now open and required for participation. Texas Watershed Stewards is a
great opportunity to get involved and make a difference in your watershed.

For more information and to register please visit http://www.cypresscreekproject.org.
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