
 

Dear San Antonio GEAA members and friends, 

Last week I sent you a message concerning the City’s plans for purchasing 204 acres 
on the Northside for a new park.  $5.3 million of these funds will come from Prop 1 
Edwards Aquifer Protection Program funds.  On Saturday, the San Antonio Express 
News published an article enumerating some - but not all - of the facts that I supplied to 
reporter Josh Baugh about why this deal is not as great as previously reported. 

Chief among the omissions is that 84 acres of the 204 acre tract to be purchased are 
already under conservation easement for the Salado Diversion Dam, which means that 
acreage is already preserved from development.  Looking into this further, we 
discovered that the City plans to pay $10,000 an acre for the 84 preserved acres, 
despite the fact that the Bexar County Appraisal Districts lists the cost for the entire 84 
acres at $36,980 - or $440.24/acre. 

Part of the deal requires that funds be used to extend Hardy Oaks Blvd and Heubner 
Road.  Funds from the sale will also be used to pay the developer’s cost of extending 
sewer infrastructure into the contiguous tract that will be developed. 

I will be talking about this deal on TPR’s The Source on Wednesday at 
3:pm.  Meanwhile, City Council is set to vote on the purchase this Thursday.  Perhaps if 
the item were postponed, the City would have at least time to negotiate a better deal. 

That the Express News had these facts and chose not to report them troubling.  Even 
more troubling, however, are the proposed plans to annex large swaths of the Edwards 
Aquifer Recharge Zone that are currently in San Antonio’s Extraterritorial Jurisdiction 
(ETJ).   If annexed, impervious cover limits in these areas would jump from 15% to as 
high as 65%.  On behalf of GEAA, I participated in the Planned Element Working Group 
on Annexation, where I expressed these concerns.  Others on the PEWG were equally 
concerned.  Yet, our concerns seem to have been largely ignored in the report 
presented to City Council.  You can see the reports here. 

City Council will discuss these plans at their B Session meeting this coming 
Wednesday.  

Thanks to all of you who sent encouraging words and shared GEAA’s message on the 
Classen-Steuben purchase.  As always, your support is what keeps us going. 

Again, thank you! 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdl.dropboxusercontent.com%2Fu%2F15753667%2FWeb%2F2016%2F06_Jun%2F061016_Aquifer-alliance-bristles-at-North-Side-park-deal.html
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.expressnews.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Farticle%2FCity-to-acquire-204-acres-of-pristine-parkland-7969124.php%23photo-10206845
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcad.org%2Fclientdb%2FProperty.aspx%3Fcid%3D1%26prop_id%3D740162
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=http%3A%2F%2Ftpr.org%2Fprograms%2Fsource%23stream%2F0
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsanantonio.legistar.com%2FCalendar.aspx
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanantonio.gov%2FPortals%2F0%2FFiles%2FPlanning%2FAnnexation%2FAnexationProgramUpdate-2-24-16.pdf
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanantonio.gov%2FPortals%2F0%2FFiles%2FPlanning%2FAnnexation%2FAnexationProgramUpdate-2-24-16.pdf
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsanantonio.legistar.com%2FMeetingDetail.aspx%3FID%3D445707%26GUID%3DE7E89AD3-C89A-4BD9-A07B-C510BA88BFC5%26Options%3Dinfo%26Search%3D
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsanantonio.legistar.com%2FMeetingDetail.aspx%3FID%3D445707%26GUID%3DE7E89AD3-C89A-4BD9-A07B-C510BA88BFC5%26Options%3Dinfo%26Search%3D


Annalisa Peace 
Executive Director 
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance 

You can always keep up with interesting water news on GEAA's Face Book page 

You can donate to GEAA on line or mail a check to PO Box 15618, San Antonio, 
Texas 78212 

 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aquiferalliance.net%2F
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FGreater-Edwards-Aquifer-Alliance-GEAA%2F74467896453
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=457553&act=111111&c=431426&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aquiferalliance.net%2Fdonate-to-geaa%2F

