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The Hill Country



The Hill Country is a…
• Place to Live

– Rural towns

– Metro suburbs

– Major retirement destination

• Place to Work
– Agricultural

– Business owners

– Services Orientation

• Recreation asset
– Parks and wildlife preserves

– Historic and cultural assets

– National destination for bicyclists

– Scenic drives

• Collection of Special Ecosystems
– 60 unique species

– Several endangered species

– Edwards Plateau unique at global scale

• Source of fresh water
– San Antonio’s source of drinking water

– Water supply for area wildlife

– “Great Springs”



Problems

• Road building and land 
development causing traffic 
congestion

• Benzene detected in Edwards 
Aquifer wells

• Increase in impervious cover over 
aquifer recharge

• Destruction of habitat and tree 
cover

• Potential destruction of scenic 
drives

• Traffic threatens vitality of main 
streets in small towns

• Bicycle/vehicle conflicts







Vehicle Use Drops Starting Age 50

Residential Vehicle-Miles Traveled per Vehicle by Age of Primary Driver



Some Counties Becoming 

Populated with Commuters

Source: 2000 Census



Barton Springs Recharge



Road Projects on Recharge Zone



Freeway Supply and Commute Times
San Antonio, 1990 and 2000
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Freeway Supply and Commute Times
San Antonio, 1990 and 2000

Compared to 1990, there was 

10.8% more freeway capacity in 

2000, and yet commute times 

increased by 11.4%



Roadway Supply and Use
39 U.S. Urban Areas over 1 Million Population, 1999
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Trends in Austin
Growth of population, Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), Accidents & Lane Miles in Austin

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Years

%
 G

ro
w

th

Population

Daily VMT

Fwy. Lane-Miles

Major street Lane-Miles

Reported Traffic Accidents



0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Minneapolis-St. Paul
Riverside-San Bernardino

West Palm Beach-Boca –Delray

Oklahoma City

Ft Lauderdale-Hollywd-Pompano

Tampa-St Pete-Clearwater

Miami-Hialeah
Philadelphia 

Houston
Atlanta

Indianapolis
Austin

Dallas-Fort Worth
Charlotte

San Antonio
Kansas City

St. Louis
Jacksonville

Orlando 
Cincinnati

Phoenix
Columbus

Seattle
Memphis

Salt Lake City

Detroit

San Diego
Portland-Vancouver

San Jose

Norfolk-VA Beach-Newport News

Washington
Los Angeles

Pittsburgh
Providence-Pawtucket

San Francisco-Oakland
Denver
Tucson

Baltimore
Sacramento

Cleveland
Milwaukee

Chicago-Northwestern IN 
Boston

Buffalo-Niagara Falls
Las Vegas

New York-Northeastern NJ
New Orleans

Daily Vehicle Miles Per Capita

Source: “Who drives the most and the least among large 

U.S. metropolitan regions?” Commentary by Robert 

Dunphy, Urban Land Institute, 

(http://experts.uli.org/Content/ResFellows/Dunphy/Dunph

y_C09.htm)

Who Drives the Most?

At 37¢ per mile, SA’s transportation system costs us 
$3/4B more than average city’s system each year.

San Antonio is one of 

the top 10 metro areas 

in the U.S. (and, hence, 

the world) as far as 

vehicle miles per capita



Average Commute Time and Population
U.S. Census, 1990 and 2000
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Average commute time and population from 45 largest metropolitan 

areas (except New York) in 1990 and 2000 for a total of 90 data points.  

Chart prepared by Bill Barker, AICP, March 14, 2004.

Development patterns shift relatively 

rapidly with respect to the transportation 

network to keep the average commute 

time near 30 minutes.



Recommendations

• Avoid road building over aquifer watersheds

• Manage Hill Country roadways for safety and scenic 
beauty, including purchase of access rights

• Continue programs to purchase land and conservation 
easements

• Support efforts to give counties land use controls

• Support Austin-San Antonio commuter rail project and 
station-oriented growth plans

• Take advantage of SH 130 as an opportunity for quality 
growth

• Bring together stakeholders to develop and implement a 
comprehensive strategy for Hill Country including 
legislative support 


