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March 26, 2021

House Natural Resources Committee:

The Honorable Rep. Tracy O. King, Chair
The Honorable Rep. Cody Harris, Vice Chair
The Honorable Rep. Rhetta Andrews Bowers
The Honorable Rep. Kyle J. Kacal

The Honorable Rep. Lyle Larson

The Honorable Rep. Eddie Lucio IlI

The Honorable Rep. Dennis Paul

The Honorable Rep. Four Price

The Honorable Rep. Ana-Maria Ramos

The Honorable Rep. Armando Walle

The Honorable Rep. Terry M. Wilson

Sam Bacarisse

In support of HB 2350 by Representative Zwiener,

HB 2350, which would require the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) to
establish and administer a water resource restoration program to assist projects to
protect and improve water quality primarily through the use of nature-based water
treatment measures, is a priority bill for the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance (GEAA),
our 54 member organizations.

We strongly support the use of State funds to be allocated to financial assistance to
political subdivisions from the Texas Water Development Board for nature-based water quality
enhancement projects. This bill would allow state revolving fund established to finance water
projects to be used to provide financial assistance for nature-based infrastructure that will
improve water quality in the political subdivision where the project is located, including the
acquisition of real property (similar to and including San Antonio’s Edwards Aquifer Protection
Program) and the use of nature-based water treatment technologies.

As a member of the TWDB's Regional Flood Planning Group for the Guadalupe
watershed, | can attest to the great benefits this legislation would provide as we plan to
recommend, implement, and finance mitigation strategies and projects for managing
flooding in our state. Employing green infrastructure for this purpose could end up
providing substantial savings for stormwater infrastructure projects while improving
water quality.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments. Should you have any questions or
wish to discuss this further, please contact me at your convenience.

Respectfully,

Annalisa Peace
Executive Director
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance


https://www.eesi.org/papers/view/fact-sheet-nature-as-resilient-infrastructure-an-overview-of-nature-based-solutions
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