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Save Barton Creek Association
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Sisters of the Divine Providence
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Wimberley Valley Watershed Association
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April 23, 2021

House Natural Resources Committee:

The Honorable Rep. Tracy O. King, Chair
The Honorable Rep. Cody Harris, Vice Chair
The Honorable Rep. Rhetta Andrews Bowers
The Honorable Rep. Kyle J. Kacal

The Honorable Rep. Lyle Larson

The Honorable Rep. Eddie Lucio IlI

The Honorable Rep. Dennis Paul

The Honorable Rep. Four Price

The Honorable Rep. Ana-Maria Ramos

The Honorable Rep. Armando Walle

The Honorable Rep. Terry M. Wilson

Sam Bacarisse

FOR HB 4636

| submit this letter supporting a vote FOR HB 4636 on behalf of the 54 member organizations
and thousands of individual members of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance (GEAA).

A groundwater district is needed to manage withdrawals from the Edwards -Trinity
Aquifer in Val Verde County. Since 2005, mayors of Del Rio have reached out to GEAA
on numerous instances to ask for help in defeating various proposals to export water
from Val Verde County. GEAA is concerned that over allocation of groundwater would
threaten the flows from San Felipe Springs, the fourth largest springs in Texas. These
spring flows are the source water of the San Filipe Creek which feeds into the Rio
Grande. San Felipe Springs supply the city of Del Rio and Laughlin Air Force Base,
with about 3,000 acre-feet per year delivered via the irrigation canals and used for
agriculture. Val Verde County has many agricultural operations that rely on Edwards
water, as well. All will be represented on the Board of Trustees under this enabling
legislation.

We are very pleased to see that Representative Morales and Senator Gutierrez have
both submitted legislation to create a Ground Water Conservation District (GCD) for Val
Verde County and note that the main discrepancy between the two bills is in the
appointment of members to serve as trustees for the new district. We trust this could
be worked out in committee if need be. It is my sincere hope that a GCD for Val Verde
County will be created during this legislative session.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments. Should you have any questions or
wish to discuss this further, please contact me at your convenience.

Respectfully,

Annalisa Peace



Executive Director
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance

CC:  Scott Gilfillan
Buffy Crownover
Ben Utley
Lynlie Wallace
Caroline Cone
McKenna Martinez
Kathy Haigler
Hal Talton
Hanna Lisenbe
Lawrence Zamarron
Rachel Piotrzkowski
Jordan Dickens
Rahul Sreenivasan
Wasiq Javed
Jeff Frazier



