Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance Member Group Meeting on County Legislation for 2023

Minutes for GEAA County Legislation meeting, May 24th at 4:pm via Zoom

Attending: Roxanna Deane – Comal County Conservation Alliance 
Milan Mihalec – Cow Creek Groundwater Conservation District
Jerrie Champlin – League of Women Voters of the Comal Aea 
Jim Doyle – Comal County Conservation Alliance
Richard Elkins – Kendall County Commissioner, Pct. 2 
Denise Dever – Protect Our Hills Kendall County
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ernie Wittwer – Comal County Conservation Alliance
Pamela Hodges – Kendall County resident 
Lance Kyle – Cascade Caverns 
Britt Coleman – Bexar Audubon Society 
Katherine Romans – Hill Country Alliance 
Michelle Molina – Bulverde Neighborhoods For Clean Water 
Victoria Rose – Save Our Springs Alliance
Elizabeth Bowerman – Comal County Conservation Alliance
Elizabeth Hartzell – Comal County Conservation???
Roxanna Deane - Comal County Conservation Alliance
Cliff Kaplan, Hill Country Alliance
Ben Eldredge, Cibolo Center For Conservation 
Christy Muse – Travis County resident
Beebs Hartzell – Save Our Springs
Claudia Gutierrez – Save Our Springs
Jane Finneran - Comal County Conservation Alliance
David Baker – Wimberley Valley Watershed Association
Annalisa Peace, Nathan Glavy, Brendan Gibbons – GEAA

Introduction: Annalisa gave introductions and attendees to post their names/organizations to the group chat. 

Legislative Background  - Annalisa Peace
· Counties are growing fast; the GEAA service area is 21 counties (Edwards/Trinity Aquifer areas)
· Hill County Conservation Network Report: Top 3 counties in the Hill County area- Comal, Hays, and Kendall
· State of the Hill Country Report released by Hill Country Alliance earlier this year
· The report can be viewed at: https://hillcountryalliance.org/our-work/texas-hill-country-conservation-network/state-of-the-hill-country/ 
· Annalisa recommended really looking at the updated report. 
· Threats in our area: Too much clear cutting occurring in unincorporated areas, flash-flooding prone (Flash Flood Alley), incompatible land uses, etc. 
· GEAA has a webpage for information for counties for legislative updates: https://aquiferalliance.org/library/resources-for-county-authority/
· Past Legislative Attempts:
· 2005- SB 142 (Wentworth), HB 477 (Castell)
· 2007- HB 3447 (Rose, Howard, Hildebran)
· 2009- HB 3265 (Rose, Doug Miller, Gallego)
· Kyle Bierderman also submitted legislation
· New Legislation Could include for next legislation: A list of possible tools that a Commissioner’s Court might choose to have
· Additional powers that can help fastest-growing counties: 
· Standards for water/wastewater systems
· Require improvements on streets, etc. 
· Most important task at hand: Have people/organizations commit to contact their commissioner’s court to adopt resolutions. 
· Comal County Commissioner (Webb) has already inquired about the legislative agenda.

Legislative Updates:
· Richard (Kendall County Commissioner) has been working Gillespie, Kendall, and Kerr Counties
· He will get Burnett, Travis, and Blanco (pending win; Ellen Troxclair- 05/25/22 update- Ellen won runoff)
· Has not started working with Bexar and Comal (Annalisa has been in touch)
· San Antonio rep is filing to oversee firework businesses
· Primetime for the group to link together and move this further. 
· Texas Association of Builders does not want us to get anywhere with resolution. 
· Jerrie Champlin committed to working for the Comal area. 
· Richard: need to limit broadcasting what we are doing until we are ready to broadcast. 
· Need bill sponsors/cosponsors
· Potential Cosponsors: Ellen, Tracy King, and other past sponsors. Andy Murr? 
· Denise (Kendall County): Commissioner Webb is the chair of the AAMPO board. Has had a deep conversation with them about traffic between Seguin and Pipe Creek. Doesn’t seem like they are wanting to conserve land. Willing to help out in any place she can. 
· Cliff (HCA): Wanted to get clarification on what resolution version to use. GEAA proposes to reach out to commissioners with 2007 version of the resolution. Annalisa would want us to ask commissioners if they would like to be included/engaged with drafting the resolution. 
· Do we have the support if Ellen wins? She is the one that represents Kendall County. Ellen will file for us (Kendall County)
· Cliff will be engaging TRAM folks
· Christy: Need to clarify what authority we are going for. Get some County attorneys to the table (attorneys from the past). 
· Annalisa: Recommended we form a committee to draft something for county authorities that is more up to date
· Christy, Richard, and Annalisa to spearhead this effort
· What are the stories in the hill county that will help pass the bill (ex: Gillespie clear-cutting example)
· Richard will be talking to judges in Kerr and Gillespie. 
· Everyone is encouraged to get stories
· Annalisa: The military is concerned about this effort as well along with ; the Regional flood planning group 11 is also supporting as well. 
· Pool resources to hire lobbyists for efforts? (Marshall Kenderdine, Richard has individual as well)
· David, Christy, and Annalisa can help determine the best lobbyist 
· Recommends bill go through County Affairs. Richard seconds this. (Garnet Coleman is no longer Chair)
· Ben: Considering a multi-prong approach. Have multiple bills? 
· Group determine to consider this option. 

Take-Aways: 
· If an organization has money to contribute to the effort, email Annalisa: annalisa@aquiferalliance.org
· Meeting schedule for effort: meeting every 2 weeks; 4-5 PM window for the meeting.
· Follow-up conversations to happen after election results. 
· Get more individuals from Hays, Bandera, Blanco, Gillespie, Kerr, and Travis (Travis County will not be a problem)
· Come to the next meeting with a list of talking points
· An internal budget will be developed as well. 


Next Meeting: June 7th at 4pm

