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 October 14, 2022

Nancy Ledbetter & Associates, Inc.

Submitted via email to US281Blanco@gmail.com 

Attn: Comments – US HWY 281 Blanco County Project

Dear Ms. Ledbetter and all,


These comments are submitted on behalf of the fifty-four member organizations of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance.  

Transportation projects often have major impacts on the environment.  In that this project traverses Hill Country lands that many rely on for ecosystem services such as groundwater recharge, flood mitigation, and maintaining surface and groundwater quality, we urge TxDoT to exercise the utmost care in planning and implementing this project. 

Among concerns that we hope you will address in planning this project are: 
· Roadkill – Much of the project traverses undeveloped land that is home to many species of wildlife. The project should minimize conflicts between native wildlife and auto traffic as much as possible.

· Invasive Species – Plantings in medians and right-of ways should be drought                 tolerant native species. Certain species of native grasses can also serve to minimize pollution through soil enhancement and phytoremediation
. 

· Flooding - In the Edwards Aquifer Recharge and Contributing zones increased impervious cover contributes to downstream flooding by prohibiting infiltration of groundwater into the highly prolific system of natural karst features that characterize the site of this project. Medians should be designed to collect and infiltrate stormwater as much as is safely possible by employing curb-cuts at intervals to allow stormwater to drain from the roadways and designing medians to collect and slowly infiltrate water.

Although the footprint of this highway expansion may not represent a significant increase in impervious cover, a design that encourages contiguous development of commercial and retail businesses with their attendant parking lots - such as the addition of access roads – might result in flooding of neighboring properties.

· Water Pollution - It is evident from a variety of studies that increasing urbanization of the Edwards Region is impairing water quality. We urge you to minimize adverse impacts by utilizing green infrastructure in the design of the
project
. Green infrastructure can be used to minimize erosion and pollution from heavy metals and other pollutants found on roadways. Various types of pervious pavement can mitigate stormwater pollution while making highways safer in storm events. We highly recommend this be considered as an option.

We further recommend maintenance of the roadway in an environmentally-sensitive manner by maintaining plantings in medians and right-of-way at a height of no less than 6 inches. 

Signage that increases public awareness of wildlife and environmental needs would be a welcome addition to the project, as would bicycle lanes or off-road trails to insure safety of cyclists and pedestrians. 

According to a report published by Transact, “…traffic and roads are strongly implicated in many of the major environmental problems faced by the United States today: air and water pollution, heavy energy use, fragmented farmlands and habitat, wildlife and biodiversity losses, and community disruption. In turn, these problems are adversely affecting human and ecosystem health and the nation’s overall quality of life.”

While we understand that growth in the area requires additional transportation capacity, we hope you will proceed thoughtfully and take care to balance the transportation needs that this project will address with respect for the real benefits provided by the existing undeveloped land that will be traversed by this project.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments.
Respectfully,

Annalisa Peace

Executive Director
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance
�


Member Organizations


Alamo, Austin, and Lone Star chapters of the Sierra Club


Bexar Audubon Society


Austin, Bexar and Travis Green Parties


Bexar Grotto


Boerne Together


Bulverde Neighborhood Alliance


Bulverde Neighbors for Clean Water


Cibolo Center for Conservation


Citizens for the Protection of Cibolo Creek


Comal County Conservation Alliance


Environment Texas


First Universalist Unitarian Church of SA


Friends of Canyon Lake


Friends of Dry Comal Creek


Friends of Government Canyon


Fuerza Unida


Green Society of UTSA


Guadalupe River Road Alliance


Guardians of Lick Creek


Headwaters at Incarnate Word


Helotes Heritage Association


Hill Country Alliance


Kendall County Well Owners Association


Kinney County Ground Zero


Leon Springs Business Association


Native Plant Society of Texas – SA 


Northwest Interstate Coalition of Neighborhoods


Pedernales River Alliance – Gillespie Co.


Preserve Castroville


Preserve Lake Dunlop Association


Preserve Our Hill Country Environment


RiverAid San Antonio


San Antonio Audubon Society


San Antonio Conservation Society


San Geronimo Valley Alliance


San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance


San Marcos River Foundation


Save Barton Creek Association


Save Our Springs Alliance


Scenic Loop/Boerne Stage Alliance


Securing a Future Environment 


SEED Coalition


Signal Hill Area Alliance


Sisters of the Divine Providence


Solar San Antonio


Texas Cave Management Association


Trinity Edwards Spring Protection Assoc.


Water Aid – Texas State University


Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation


Wimberley Valley Watershed Association


PO Box 15618


San Antonio, Texas 78212


(210) 320-6294














� � HYPERLINK "https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpls.2020.00359/full" �https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpls.2020.00359/full� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/research-innovation-system-information/documents/preliminary-investigations/green-infrastructure-for-roadside-stormwater-management-pi-a11y.pdf" �https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/research-innovation-system-information/documents/preliminary-investigations/green-infrastructure-for-roadside-stormwater-management-pi-a11y.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.transact.org" �www.transact.org� 






