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May 8, 2023

House Natural Resources
RE: Comments on S.B. 2440 for the 88th Regular Texas Legislature
Honorable Chairman King and Members of the House Natural Resources Committee,

These comments are submitted on behalf of the 55 member groups of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance (GEAA) in support of S.B. 2440. GEAA unites 25,000 Texans in 21 counties in advocacy of protections for the Edwards and Trinity aquifers and the springs, streams and rivers within these watersheds.
Over-pumping of the Trinity Aquifer, in combination with current and cyclical drought conditions, has already had severe consequences to area springs and wells, including the third closure this summer of Jacob’s Well in Hays County. Groundwater resources in this and other rapidly growing counties are proving increasingly unreliable. 
During the drought of 2011-12, to conserve what little water was left of local supplies
, the state of Texas restricted water use in 1,000 cities and towns. Of those, 17 were considered critical — in danger of running out of water in six months or less.  Therefore, we endorse this requirement that certain plats for the subdivision of land shall include proof of groundwater supply.  

Given that certain legislation regarding new platting requirements are being favorably considered this session, passage of this legislation is especially important in order to clarify the need for proof of water availability in the platting process. 
We strongly urge you to approve the passage of S.B. 2440.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments.
Respectfully,

Annalisa Peace

Executive Director

Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance 
�


Member Organizations


Alamo, Austin, and Lone Star chapters of the Sierra Club


Bexar Audubon Society


Bexar and Travis-Austin Green Parties


Bexar Grotto


Boerne Together


Bulverde Neighborhood Alliance


Bulverde Neighbors for Clean Water


Cibolo Center for Conservation


Citizens for the Protection of Cibolo Creek


Comal County Conservation Alliance


Environment Texas


First Universalist Unitarian Church of SA


Fitzhugh Neighbors


Friends of Canyon Lake


Friends of Castroville Regional Park


Friends of Dry Comal Creek


Friends of Government Canyon


Fuerza Unida


Green Society of UTSA


Guadalupe Riverkeepers


Guadalupe River Road Alliance


Guardians of Lick Creek


Headwaters at Incarnate Word


Helotes Heritage Association


Hill Country Alliance


Kendall County Well Owners Association


Kinney County Ground Zero


Leon Springs Business Association


Native Plant Society of Texas – SA 


Northwest Interstate Coalition of NA’s


Pedernales River Alliance – Gillespie Co.


Preserve Castroville


Preserve Lake Dunlop Association


Preserve Our Hill Country Environment


RiverAid San Antonio


San Antonio Audubon Society


San Antonio Conservation Society


San Geronimo Valley Alliance


San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance


San Marcos River Foundation


Save Barton Creek Association


Save Our Springs Alliance


Scenic Loop/Boerne Stage Alliance


Securing a Future Environment 


SEED Coalition


Signal Hill Area Alliance


Sisters of the Divine Providence


Solar San Antonio


Texas Cave Management Association


Trinity Edwards Spring Protection Assoc.


Water Aid – Texas State University


Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation


The Watershed Association


PO Box 15618, San Antonio, Texas 78212
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