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TCEQ Commissioners’ Integrated Database





Option 1: TPDES or 
discharge permit

• TPDES stands for Texas 
Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System

• Covers all direct discharge 
into waterbodies: streams, 
lakes, and bays in the state

Option 2: TLAP or land 
application permit

• TLAP stands for Texas Land 
Application Permit

• Treat and irrigate effluent on 
the land

• Dedicated disposal field, 
often with a 
storage/evaporation pond 

Add-on: Reclaimed 
water or Chapter 210 
Reuse Authorization

• With either a TPDES or 
TLAP, effluent can be used 
on-demand to irrigate 
landscapes, flush toilets, fire 
protection, and more.

• Optional





Step 1: Application 
Received

•Administrative 
Review

•TCEQ/Applicant 
back and forth with 
Q&As

Step 2: First Notice 
(NORI)

•Notice Of Receipt & 
Intent to Obtain a 
Permit

•Public Comment 
Starts

•Technical Review

Step 3: Second Notice 
(NAPD)

• Notice of 
Application and 
Preliminary Decision

•Draft Permit Issued

•Last chance for 
public comment*

Step 4: Public 
Comment Deadline *

•* Extra Step: 
Comment deadline 
extended by a public 
meeting

•Include ALL 
questions with 
specificity

Step 5: Response to 
Comments (RTC)

•TCEQ explains any 
changes made to the 
draft permit

•Triggers 30-day 
deadline to request a 
contested case 
hearing

Step 6: Deadline to 
Request Contested Case 
Hearing

•Can also submit a 
Request for 
Reconsideration

•If no requests are 
made, permit will be 
issued

Step 7: TCEQ 
Commissioners Consider 
Hearing Requests

•Responses to Hearing 
Requests

•Replies to Responses

•TCEQ Commissioners 
decides to grant/not 
grant request(s)

Step 8: Preliminary 
Hearing

•Case moves towards 
the State Office of 
Administrative 
Hearings (SOAH) 

Step 9: Hearing on 
Merits and Proposal for 
Decisions (PFD)

•Civil bench trial, with 
expert and fact 
witnesses, discovery, 
and legal arguments

•SOAH concludes 
hearing process by 
issuing PFD

Step 10: TCEQ 
Commissioners Consider 
PFD 

•TCEQ considers PFD

•Permit will be 
Adopted, Denied, or 
Adopted with Changes

30 Days ≥ 60  Days 

180 Days







https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tlap-applications

https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eCID/index.cfm

https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tlap-applications
https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eCID/index.cfm
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/




Type WQ# Here

Check Both Boxes







www14.tceq.texas.gov/epi
c/eComment/

https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/


Type WQ# Here
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