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TWDB Well - Western Kerr County, Trinity Aquifer

https://waterdatafortexas.org/groundwater




1. I am not a lawyer; and I take no credit for these ideas.

2. These tools will not all be relevant to everyone.

Disclaimers





Exempt Wells are exempt from permitting if they are used only for 

domestic use ς or for providing water to livestock or poultry ς and if the 

well is: located on a tract of land larger than 10 acres; and incapable of 

producing more than 25,000 gallons of groundwater a day. Exempt wells 

must be registered with the local GCD, but they do not need a permit and 

are not subject to production curtailments. 

Nonexempt wells must get a permit from their local GCD. These permits 

may be subject to pumping limits and production curtailments 

Exempt vs Nonexempt Wells
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GCD Tool #1:
Increase Minimum Lot Size for Exempt Wells

ÅAs part of their well spacing 

authorities, GCDs can increase 

minimum lot sizes for a new 

residential or livestock exempt well 

up to 10 acres 

ÅThe GCDs in Kerr and Bandera 

counties have minimum lot sizes for 

exempt wells. In Kendall County, 

they have a maximum well density.

Source: Cow Creek GCD



GCD Tool #2:
Set Pumping Limits for Nonexempt Wells

ÅGCDs can issue permits that limit pumping for nonexempt wells based on 

reasonable use and/or acreage, and site-specific hydrogeologic conditions. 

ÅMany GCDs in the Hill Country already doing some combination of this, but not 

all.



GCD Tool #3:
Groundwater Management Zones

ÅGMZs have separate rules in addition to the 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊǳƭŜǎΦ 

ÅEx. Jacob's Well Management Zone, 
Ellenburger Critical Groundwater Depletion 
Area



A Primer on County 
Tools and Paths 
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Published: Fall 2023



A lot of growth is 
happening in 
unincorporated areas 
of the Hill Country, 
which are under 
county regulation.

State of the Hill Country Report

Published: Spring 2022



Takeaway:
ThereƐs a lot to 
learn from 
counties using 
the same set of 
tools 
differently.



County Tool #1:
Minimum Lot Size

ÅLike GCDs, counties have some control 

over minimum lot size (or maximum well 

density)

ÅE.g. Cow Creek implemented 10 acre 

maximum density for ðexemptñ residential 

wells. Kendall County matched this 10 

acre maximum well density in their 

regulation

Photo by Izak D on Unsplash



KENDALL COUNTY DEVELOPMENT RULES

https://www.co.kendall.tx.us/upload/page/0069/docs/Adopted%20Kendall%20County%20Groundwater%20Development%20Regulations.pdf


TCEQ minimum lot size for a septic system with a private well is 1 

acre.

Counties are often delegated the authority to manage the OSSF 

permitting process, and they can increase the minimum lot size 

for septics with private wells.

OSSF Permitting Authority



Texas Water Code Sec. 35.019. WATER AVAILABILITY. (a) The 

commissioners court of a county in a priority groundwater 

management area may adopt water availability requirements in 

an area where platting is required if the court determines that the 

requirements are necessary to prevent current or projected water 

use in the county from exceeding the safe sustainable yield of 

the county's water supply .

PGMA Authority



County Tool #2:
Conservation Subdivision 
Incentives

ÅHays County developed conservation 

development guidelines in 2022 as a 

report, to be in implemented in developer 

agreements

ÅCurrently discussing adopting the CDGs 

in their subdivision regulations

Image Source: Hays County Conservation Development Guidelines, 2022
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Increased open space and 
parkland support recharge 
and improved water 
quality

Why care about conservation 
developments?


