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Re: Vantage Data Centers TX 21, LLC, Draft Permit No. 04790

The Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance (GEAA) appreciates the opportunity to submit
these comments on behalf of the San Antonio and Bexar County members of the 59
member groups of GEAA that are allied to advocate for the preservation of our ground
and surface water resources in 21 counties within Central and South Texas. We
submit these comments on Draft Title V Permit No. 04790 (Draft Permit) authorizing
operation of Vantage Data Centers TX 21, LLC’'s Vantage Data Center (Data Center),
located at 5207 Rogers Road, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.

San Antonio is already in violation of U.S. EPA air quality standards. At full build-out,
the Data Center’s operations will include 65 stationary reciprocating internal
combustion engines, which serve as diesel emergency generators, and their
associated diesel belly storage tanks. The regular operation of the generators for
maintenance and readiness checks results in combustion emissions, including volatile
organic compounds (VOC), oxides of nitrogen (NOy), carbon monoxide (CO), sulfur
dioxide (SO,), particulate matter (PM), particulate matter less than 10 microns in
diameter (PMyo), particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM3s), and
hazardous air pollutants (HAPs). The diesel belly storage tanks will also be periodically
refueled, resulting in VOC emissions.

Emissions from diesel generators are linked to a multitude of adverse health impacts,
including heart and lung disease, respiratory mortality, developmental problems, and
cancer.! The Data Center abuts various sensitive areas, including residential,
healthcare, and secondary education areas in San Antonio. The planned facility is
adjacent to or within % of a mile of, at minimum, three healthcare facilities, a major
hospital, an assisted living community, Northwest Vista College, two large apartment
complexes, portions of two residential neighborhoods, and two hotels. As such, we
are highly concerned about the number of diesel emergency generators that will be
present and routinely tested at the facility. Even limited testing can release significant
amounts of harmful air pollutants.

We recognize that there appear to be existing data centers within the vicinity of this
proposed Data Center. However, this does not mean that this Data Center should be
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able to release emissions in this location. Before permitting the Data Center, the TCEQ should take into
account the cumulative impacts of the emissions from this proposed facility and the existing facilities
nearby on the air quality of the region and the health of the surrounding residents, patients, students, and
others. 2

We recommend and prefer Vantage avoid diesel generators in their entirety and instead invest in on-site
solar and battery storage for backup and emergencies. We do request, however, that at minimum, the
TCEQ ensure the diesel emergency generators are just that — emergency. These generators should only be
used to facilitate the Data Center’s safe shutdown under emergency conditions and should not be used to
ensure continuous operation in the face of a power shortfall or as a secondary source of power.

Thank you for your consideration. Please consider GEAA as a resource that is at your disposal. We look
forward to working with you on this issue.
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