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April 9, 2025

The Honorable Cody Harris, Chair

The Honorable Armando Martinez, Vice-Chair

The Honorable Members Ashby, Barry, Bell, Buckley, Fairly, Gdmez, Garcia, Gonzalez,
Romero, Jr., Villalobos, Zwiener

House Committee on Natural Resources

Re:  House Bill 2347, An Act Relating to the Adoption of a Water Conservation
Program by Certain Counties

The Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance (GEAA) appreciates the opportunity to submit these
comments on behalf of our sixty-two member groups that are allied in advocacy for the
preservation of our ground and surface water resources in twenty-one counties within
Central and South Texas. We strongly support House Bill 2347.

Much of the Edwards and Trinity aquifer region - i.e., the Hill Country — is under Exceptional
Drought, rainfall forecasts predict below normal conditions, evaporation forecasts predict
high rates of evaporative loss, and “thousands of groundwater wells...have seen a drop in
their water levels”.: The state faces a very real possibility of a severe water shortage in
certain parts of the state by 2030 and a large state-wide water deficit by 2070.

Water conservation is the lowest-cost water supply measure and is critical to ensuring Texas’
water future, yet counties are generally unable to adequately manage water usage and
conservation. Counties are not authorized by statute to be able to require water conservation
plans or programs. This means that unincorporated areas of counties, and often the
extraterritorial jurisdictions of municipalities, do not have any water conservation programs.

Meanwhile, the majority of population growth, especially along the I-35 Corridor and within
the Hill Country, is occurring within unincorporated areas. For example, in the Hill Country,
the population in the unincorporated areas of counties has grown by 103% overall since
1990: unincorporated areas in Bandera, Bexar, Blanco, Comal, Hays, Kendall, Kerr,
Gillespie, and Travis counties have grown 137, 81, 104, 176, 195, 176, 55, 50, and 98
percent, respectively. In some of these counties, the vast majority of the population lives in
unincorporated portions of the county.: What this means is that large portions of the Hill
Country’s population are not required to mitigate their impact on the region’s water supplies.

This increasing population growth, while it no doubt has many economic benefits, places
great strain on the region’s aquifers, which are already at record or near record lows. The
Hill Country’s critical aquifers cannot be sustained without further water conservation efforts
undertaken by all who reside in the region.

Furthermore, much of the charm and attraction of the Hill Country lies in its unique
landscapes and ecology. The “natural” Hill Country lands do not need much, if any,
landscape irrigation. Yet, studies consistently show that between 30 and 60 percent of
residential water use is for outdoor water purposes, much of which is not effectively utilized,

1 htps://www.waterdatafortexas.org/drought
2 https:/www.texastribune.org/2025/03/1 3/texas-water-explained-supply-demand/
3 https://hillcountryalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/State_of the_Hill_Country-Network REPORT_2022.pdf
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and the Hill Country is no outlier.« Some unincorporated areas of the Hill Country have also been shown to use far
more water than their counterparts within municipal boundaries.: Counties need more tools to ensure responsible
water use within their jurisdiction in order to protect vital water supplies.c More than 2 million people within the Hill
Country Priority Groundwater Management Area rely on the Edwards and Trinity aquifers.

Water conservation plans are a low-cost, high-reward, and simple way to reduce water use.” As you work this session
to address the state’s many water challenges, we urge you to support HB 2347. Thank you for your consideration,
and please consider GEAA as a resource that is at your disposal.

We look forward to working with you on this issue.

Annalisa Peace Rachel Hanes
Executive Director Policy Director
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance

4 https://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/reports/technical_notes/doc/SeasonalWaterUseReport-final.pdf;
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/iwww3/watersense/pubs/outdoor.html
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7 https:/ftexaslivingwaters.org/water-conservation/
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