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Clear creek
Near Florence

Puddles near
FM232/FM487

Bone Dry near 
Bell/Williamson 
County Line

Clear creek at FM2843 BridgeTravelling West to East/North 

Salado Creek Is Unique 
Due to its crossing of the 
Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone
(Balcones Fault Zone)



Issues Notes

Lax Permit Limits (P, N, etc.) Developer has said they could improve upon P limit 
by almost 4X (40 mcg/l vs. 150 mcg/l in permit)

No Beneficial Reuse plan for effluent 70% of potable water is used for watering grass 
during Texas summers

Inadequate slope of Salado Creek Treated sewage will likely pool, evaporate, and 
concentrate under hot Texas sun, creating toxic pools

Negative Impacts to Salado Creek + 
Groundwater

Toxic algae from excess P could kill livestock, pets, 
and contaminate Salado water supply

Stormwater/treated sewage runoff 
from high-density development

Will contaminate Salado Creek and Edwards aquifer

Cumulative impacts of multiple 
wastewater plants

Never in TX has there been so many WW plants 
discharging this much treated sewage into one creek

Threats to endangered species Salado Salamander could become extinct 

Overall treated sewage volume too 
high

Developer needs less than half permitted 700,000 
gallons/day

Reserve at Salado Creek WW Permit – Issues and Notes 



How Does Toxic Algae (Cyanotoxins) Form?

  High Phosphorous (P) Levels in water column 

  Warm water temperatures  

  Ample sunlight

  Slow-moving or stagnant pools of water 

Note: Salado Water Supply Corporation, and 
most Texas water providers, currently do not 
test for cyanotoxins



And Beneficial Reuse 



Reserve at  
Salado Creek 
WWTP

Salado Creek is very 
flat/low slope in this area –

just 0.34% slope vs. 2% 
recommend for adequate 
flow of treated sewage



Reserve at  
Salado Creek 
WWTP

Salado

Groundwater
Flow

Groundwater
Flow

Groundwater Flow and 
Area Water Wells 
(shown as purple dots)



Reserve at  
Salado Creek 
WWTP



Reserve at Salado Creek Site Plan 
  High-Density: 889 homes on 1/7 to 1/10 acre lots 

  45 additional acres of commercial/mixed use 

  Almost zero green space, other than floodplain + Karst features 

  High impervious cover  =  stormwater runoff concerns

  Some lots are in the Salado Creek floodplain



Jarrell Landing Treated Sewage Pipeline Fiasco 

Jarrell Landing 
development plans 
to pipe 1M gal/day of 
treated sewage 1.6 
miles to the Bell 
County line 

Proposed outfall at 
exact same spot as 
Reserve at Salado 
Creek

Combined dumping 
of 1.7M gal/day total 
treated sewage into 
Salado Creek



Salado Creek at proposed effluent outfall 
location (photo take 10/13/25)



Reserve at Salado Creek begins discharging, 
Phase 1: 35,000 gallons/day

Chat GPT AI Rendering



Reserve at Salado Creek continues discharging, 
Phase 2: 350,000 gallons/day

Chat GPT AI Rendering



Reserve at Salado Creek Phase 3: 700,000 gal/ day + 
Jarrell Landing discharges 999,000 gal/day 

Chat GPT AI Rendering



Salado Salamander Under Threat 
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Salado Creek 
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Salado

Salado Salamander 
Springs Locations
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