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PO Box 15618
San Antonio, Texas 78212

March 10, 2025

The Honorable John Lujan
House Committee on Appropriations
S/C on Articles VI, VII, & VIII

Dear Representative Lujan,

We submit this letter on behalf of the sixty-two member groups of the Greater
Edwards Aquifer Alliance (GEAA), a nonprofit dedicated to effective broad-based
advocacy across a 21-county region in Central and South Texas for the protection
and preservation of the Edwards and Trinity aquifers, their springs, watersheds, the
Hill Country land that sustains them, and sustaining flows to the Gulf Coast bays and
estuaries.

We encourage you to support the proposed rider by Representative Morales Shaw to
provide funding to the Texas Water Development Board to implement the “Adaptive
Management” provisions of the state’s environmental flow standards process.

Environmental flows are the flows necessary to maintain ecologically healthy streams
and rivers and to maintain the bays and estuaries that those waterways feed.
Ecologically healthy aquatic ecosystems not only support aquatic life and biodiversity,
they also support the recreation, tourism, fishing, transportation, and water supply
industries. Environmental flows are vital to Texas’ natural environment and to its
economy. As the state’s population continues to grow, adequate measures to protect
environmental flows are needed.

Environmental flows are governed under SB 2 (2001) and SB 3 (2007), which require
environmental flow standards be reviewed for several river basins and their
associated bay systems — and revised as necessary — every 10 years. This type of
review is called adaptive management. The required adaptive management review
has not occurred in these river basins and bay areas, largely due to the lack of
funding provided by the state. The proposed rider by Representative Morales Shaw
would provide the necessary appropriations to the Texas Water Development Board
for the 2026/2027 biennium to perform the required and critical adaptive management
reviews of the environmental flows standards process.

Enclosed is additional information on why we support this rider. We hope you
continue to consider GEAA as a resource available to you during the Legislative
Session and we look forward to working with you on this and other issues.

Rachel Hanes
Policy Director
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance

Respectfully,
Annalisa Peace

Executive Director
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance



